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strict pledge of secrecy. Immediately Ramanuja went
forth and proclaimed what he had learnt to a group of
men, preferring to be lost himself, if he might thus save
others.
The goal that is sought appears to vacillate between two
alternatives, as indeed is the case with many mystics in
every land and age. There is first, quite clearly, the normal
human longing for a relation of conscious love and trust
between man and God ; there is even the joyful anticipation
of unending service round God's throne.1 The reality and
eternity of love can alone save these impassioned hymns
from being a mockery, and in the Visishtadvaita philosophy
the doctrine of the continued existence of the individual
soul finds its defence. But there is also the goal of_ complete
absorption, such as is suggested in the stories of Andal and
of Tiruppan—the peace that is the peace of nescience.
Thought seems to be dominated by the ideas of Karma and
an impassible God, and the one cry is to be delivered from
rebirth.2 Life itself still seems to be the evil, and not any
of the mere incidents of life, such as pain or misery or sin.
It is perhaps unwise to look for logical consistency in the
expressions of religious rapture; it is to be found no more
in the hymns of the great German mystics than in those of
the Alvars.
Whatever the goal, and however varied the means by
which man may try to reach it, it is clear that his hope in
these hymns lies not in means, however suitable, but in the
character of God Himself. In one of the earliest of the
Alvars there occurs a stanza which may well be taken as
the expression of the bhakta's faith: * Let thy grace be for
me to-day or to-morrow, or let it wait still for a little and
come later, I am sure, O Narayana, that I am not without
thee, nor art thou without me!'3 God's grace is unlimited;
each avatara shows it, and supremely in the condescension
of Krishna's whole career, it is made sure for men. On this
unlimited grace the humblest and rnost unworthy may build.
e.g., Tiruppallandu, stanza 12, p. 37.
e.g., Tirumangai, Periyatirumoli xi, 8, p. 40.
Tlnunalisai, Nan-mukhan-Tiruvandadi, 7.

